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You cannot achieve environmental security

and human development without addressing
the basic issues of health and nutrition.

- Gro Harlem Brundtland



WORLD
ENVIRONMENT DAY

5" JUNE

World Environment Day is observed on June 5th each year and holds great significance in raising awareness
and taking action to protect our environment. Here are some key aspects that highlight the significance of
World Environment Day in June:

e Global Awareness : World Environment Day has been successful in raising global awareness about
environmental issues. It is celebrated in over 100 countries and engages millions of people each year,
creating a platform for discussions, initiatives, and actions to address environmental challenges.

« Policy and Advocacy : World Environment Day has influenced policy changes and advocacy efforts
worldwide. It has led to the development and implementation of environmental regulations, the
establishment of protected areas, and the adoption of sustainable practices in various sectors.

e Community Engagement : World Environment Day encourages community engagement and
mobilization. It inspires individuals, communities, and organizations to take action and make a positive
impact on their local environment. Activities like tree planting drives, clean-up campaigns, and awareness
programs have resulted in visible changes in many communities.

e Restoration Initiatives : World Environment Day has spurred numerous restoration initiatives globally.
For example, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) launched the "Billion Tree Campaign" in
2006, aiming to encourage the planting of one billion trees. This initiative has seen significant participation
and has contributed to reforestation efforts around the world.

« Sustainable Practices : World Environment Day promotes sustainable practices and encourages
individuals and organizations to adopt eco-friendly lifestyles and business strategies. This has led to
increased awareness and implementation of renewable energy sources, waste reduction and recycling
efforts, and the use of sustainable transportation options.

« Plastic Pollution Awareness : World Environment Day has played a significant role in raising awareness
about plastic pollution. It has brought attention to the detrimental impact of single-use plastics on the
environment, leading to global initiatives to reduce plastic consumption, ban certain plastic items, and
promote recycling and alternatives to plastic.

e Global Partnerships : World Environment Day has fostered global partnerships and collaborations
between,governments, organizations, and individuals. It has provided a platform for knowledge eﬁge,




India's contribution to saving environment and wildlife

India has implemented several initiatives to protect the environment and
wildlife. Here are some notable initiatives:

Project Tiger: Launched in 1973, Project Tiger aims to
conserve and protect the endangered Bengal tigers in
their natural habitats. It has been successful in
increasing tiger populations and preserving tiger
reserves across the country.

Wildlife Protection Act: The Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 provides
legal protection to wildlife in India and prohibits hunting, poaching, and
trade of endangered species. It also establishes protected areas such as
national parks and wildlife sanctuaries.

National Green Tribunal: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) was established in 2010 as a
specialized environmental court. It handles cases related to environmental protection,
conservation, and pollution control, ensuring speedy and effective resolution of
environmental disputes.

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission): Launched in 2014, this
, { nationwide cleanliness campaign aims to promote cleanliness, proper waste
@_® management, and sanitation practices. It encourages citizens to keep their

surroundings clean, reduce littering, and participate in waste segregation and
T FEH W # AT recycling.

Namami Gange (Clean Ganga Mission): Initiated in 2014, the Namami Gange
program aims to rejuvenate and clean the river Ganga (Ganges). It focuses on
wastewater management, solid waste management, and riverfront development,
with the objective of restoring the ecological health of the river.

\%z Green India Mission: The Green India Mission is a national initiative launched in 2014 to

% increase forest cover and enhance ecosystem services. It aims to promote afforestation,
sustainable forest management, and biodiversity conservation, contributing to climate
change mitigation and adaptation.
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E-Waste Management Rules: India has implemented E-Waste Management Rules %39 e =)
to address the growing issue of electronic waste. The rules focus on proper disposal, \'g’
recycling, and management of electronic waste to prevent environmental .&Zm E-Waste e
contamination and health hazards. .
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National Solar Mission: The National Solar Mission, launched in 2010, aims to
promote the adoption of solar energy and increase its share in the country's energy
mix. It focuses on capacity building, research and development, and financial
incentives to accelerate the deployment of solar power.

Project Elephant: Project Elephant was launched in 1992 to protect and conserve
the endangered Asian elephants and their habitats. It focuses on elephant
conservation, mitigating human-elephant conflicts, and promoting community
participation in elephant conservation efforts.

These initiatives, among others, reflect India's commitment to environmental protection, wildlife conservation,

and sustainable development. They demonstrate the country's efforts to preserve its rich biodiversity, address
environmental challenges, and ensure a greener and cleaner future.
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Air Quality: Air pollution, caused by factors such as industrial emissions, vehicle exhaust, and
burning of fossil fuels, has a direct impact on respiratory health. Exposure to polluted air can lead
to respiratory diseases, exacerbate asthma, and increase the risk of lung cancer and
cardiovascular problems.

Water Quality: Access to clean and safe drinking water is vital for maintaining good health.
Contaminated water sources can cause waterborne diseases such as cholera, typhoid, and
dysentery, leading to severe ililness and even death.

Sanitation and Hygiene: Adequate sanitation facilities and proper hygiene practices, including
handwashing, are essential for preventing the spread of diseases. Lack of proper sanitation
infrastructure can contribute to the transmission of infectious diseases like diarrhea, which is a
leading cause of illness and mortality, particularly in developing countries.

Vector-Borne Diseases: Environmental factors such as stagnant water, poor waste
management, and deforestation can create breeding grounds for disease-carrying vectors like
mosquitoes and ticks. This increases the risk of vector-borne diseases such as malaria, dengue
fever, Lyme disease, and Zika virus.

Climate Change: Climate change impacts human health in various ways. Rising temperatures can
lead to heat-related illnesses and heatwaves, while changing precipitation patterns can result in
droughts and floods, affecting food and water availability. Climate change also influences the
spread of infectious diseases, alters disease vectors' distribution, and exacerbates respiratory
conditions and allergies.

Food Security: Environmental factors, including climate change, deforestation, and soil
degradation, can negatively impact agricultural productivity and food security. Insufficient access
to nutritious food can contribute to malnutrition, stunted growth, and weakened immune systems,
increasing the susceptibility to various diseases.

Chemical Exposure: Exposure to hazardous chemicals in the environment, such as pesticides,
heavy metals, and industrial pollutants, can have detrimental effects on human health. Chronic
exposure to these substances can lead to cancer, neurological disorders, reproductive problems,
and other serious health conditions.

Mental Health: The environment can also influence mental health and well-being. Access to
green spaces and natural environments has been shown to have a positive impact on mental
health, reducing stress, improving mood, and enhancing overall well-being. On the other hand,
living in areas with high pollution levels or experiencing environmental disasters can contribute to
increased stress, anxiety, and depression.
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